
TOGETHER WE CAN DO BETTER.





Public Health Situation

• 7+ years of funding cuts

• High vacancy rates/limited career 
opportunities

• Limited legislative understanding

• Grim economic and budget forecast

• Infrastructure too weak to handle major 
calamity?



1996 2009

Overall ranking 32 43

Prevalence of smoking (% population) 7 31

Prevalence of obesity (% population) 8 31

Occupational fatalities 11 31

Infectious disease (cases/100,000 population) 30 46

Immunization Coverage (% children ages 19-
35 months)

11 43

Children in poverty 22 39

Per capita personal income ($/person) 25 40

Consequences

Source: University of Georgia



Georgia’s Health Rankings: 
1990-2010



Campaign Objectives

• Build public health advocacy capability

• Raise public and political awareness

• Set stage to rebuild public health system
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Per Capita State Spending 2008-2009

AL 64.45

FL 25.61

GA 19.66

NC 20.48

SC 24.52

TN 45.74
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A Tale of Two Behaviors:
Smoking and Obesity



Campaign Strategies/Initiatives

• Broaden the base: Statewide Advisory Board
• Build advocacy capacity: PH Leadership 

Academies
• Tell the story: UGA News Bureau
• Engage political community: Campaign 

communications
• Togetherwecandobetter.com

• Virtual campaign HQ
• County-specific data
• Social media component
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Database
Home Page

• Interactive Map

• County snap shots

• Links to other 
database tools

• Full Co. Report

• Full GA Report

• Methodology

• Get Involved

• Parameter 
Comparisons



Full Co / GA 
Reports

• GA Full Report – all 
159 counties' reports

• Individual County Full 
Reports

• Reports components

• Snap shot

• General 

• Parameters

• Stats

• Comparisons

County X



How You Can Help

• Visit www.togetherwecandobetter.com, sign e-petition, 
stay current on public health news

• Encourage friends and family to do the same

• When prompted by the campaign, contact your 
legislators about particular issues

• Post links to campaign site to your organizational 
Website

• Promote the campaign in your organization’s publications

• Help arrange campaign presentations at local meetings


